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I Period forRe^^ ^ " COmmunication a ^ ars on the ™vershoet with the < 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 7Mfb) 9 S commun,ca,lon . ™»n if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 January 2onn 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)E This action is non-final 

Disposition of Claims 

4-M Claim(s) U32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) +42 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 26 February moo is /are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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2. U Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 
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1. The drawings are objected to because of the items cited on the attached form PTO-948. 
Correction is required. 


2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 


iT?* 011 , ^ PBte 2 Bd ° r de8Cribcd k 3 Printed P ublicat i<>* in this or a foreign country or in publ 
sale in tlus country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in ihe United States 


ic use or on 


3. Claims 1- 2, 5-1 1, 13, 16-17, 19, 23, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bobo, II, US Pat. No. 5,675,507. 

4. As to claims 1, 13 and 16, Bobo discloses an apparatus for delivering a document to a 
receiving station over a network, comprising: 

a server system connected to the network and storing digital information received over 
the network (abstract, col. 4, lines 54-67); and 

a sending system connected to the network and transmitting a notification to the receiving 
system, the notification signifying that the sending system is transmitting the digital information 
over the network to the server system and that the digital information may be accessible by the 
receiving system at the server system (abstract, col. 4, line 23 - col. 5, line 40). 

5. As to claims 2 and 23, Bobo teaches the server system receives the digital information 
from the sending system (abstract, col. 4, lines 54-67). 
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6. As to claims 5-7, Bobo teaches a storage device in communication with the server and 
wherein the server system stores the digital information at an address location of the storage 
device, and wherein the server system includes a page providing a path by which the receiving 
system can access the digital information at the address location, wherein the notification has a 
resource locator which addresses the page on the server system (abstract, col. 4, lines 54-67 and 
col. 6, line 66 - col. 8, line 40). 

7. As to claims 8 and 27, Bobo teaches the page requests valid authentication information 
from the receiving system before granting access to the digital information (fig. 3 and col. 7, 
lines 25-37). 


8. As to claims 9-1 1, Bobo teaches a page which provides access to a graphical window 
describing contents of the digital information and resource locators reference multiple locations 
in the storage device to access the data structure using the unique identifiers (abstract, col. 4, 
lines 54-67 and col. 6, line 66 - col. 7, line 50). 


9. 


As to claims 17 and 19, Bobo teaches transmitting the digital information from the 


server 

system to the receiving system in response to a request from the receiving system and executing 
a server-side software through which the receiving system can obtain access to the digital 
information (abstract, col. 7, lines 39-67). 
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10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

2&Hk tl 1 " ° b f !f n ;l &0U ^ * e mventi ° n is not identi <*% disclosed or described as set forth m 

rTnnte 

11. Claims 3-4, 12, 14-15, 18, 20-22, 24-26, and 28-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) * 
being unpatentable over Bobo, as applied above, in view of Masters, US Pat. No. 5,872,930. 

12. As to claim 3-4 , 12, 14-15 and 24-26, Bobo teaches the invention substantially as 
claimed. Bobo teaches a message delivery system comprising multiple computers, including 
senders, receivers and server, communicating over the internet (Bobo, col. 6, lines 20-56). 
However, Bobo does not explicitly teach a second server system in communication with the 
sending system and the first server system, wherein the first server system receives the digital 
information from the sending system via the second server system, acting logically as a single 
server system. 

Masters teaches a email server system used to route a message through multiple servers 
based on server load (Masters, col. 2, line 18 - col. 4, line 35 and fig. 2). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have incorporated a second server into the system, as taught by Masters, into the system of Bobo 
for the purpose of increasing data transmission efficiency by distributing tasks among multiple 
servers. 


Application/Control Number: 09/258,609 

Art Unit: 2152 ' 5 

13. As to claim 18 and 28-29, Bobo-Masters teaches the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Bobo-Masters does not explicitly teach the step of tracking the digital information in 
real-time, confirming that the receiving system has completely received the digital information 
and notifying the sending system when the receiving system starts using the digital information. 

Official notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) that tracking message transmission was well 
known in the computer networking art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated a method of 
confirming that a message was completely received into the system of Bobo-Masters for the 
purpose of increasing data transmission reliability. 

14. As to claims 20 and 21, Bobo-Masters teach the step of maintaining a page on the server 
system through which the receiving system can obtain access to the digital information and the 
notification includes the resource locator for accessing the page (Bobo, abstract, col. 4, lines 54- 
67 and col. 6, line 66 - col. 8, line 40). 

15. As to claim 22, Bobo-Masters teaches the invention substantially as claimed. However 
Bobo-Masters does not explicitly teach the step of concurrently sending a notification and digital 
information. 

Official notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) that concurrently transmitting a notification 
and a message was as well known in the computer networking art. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
incorporated a method of concurrently transmitting a notification and a message into the system 
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of Bobo-Masters for the purpose of increasing the rate and reliability of which the receiver 
receives a notification. 


16. As to claims 30 and 3 1, Bobo-Masters teaches the invention substantially as claimed. 
However Bobo-Masters does not explicitly teach the step of canceling delivery after sending the 

digital information. 

Official notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) that canceling a message was as well known 
in the computer networking art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated a step to cancel a message 
anytime after it has been sent into the system of Bobo-Masters for the purpose of enhancing the 
control of the data transmission. 

17. As to claim 32, Bobo-Masters teaches the invention substantially as claimed. However 
Bobo-Masters does not explicitly teach the step of restarting a connection after an interruption at 
the point of interruption. 

Official notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) that restarting a connection at the point of 
interruption was well known in the networking art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated method 
to restart a connection at the point of interruption into the system of Bobo-Masters for the 
purpose of increasing system fault tolerance. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul H Kang whose telephone number is (703) 308-6123. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9 hour flex. First Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on (703) 305-4815. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-973 1 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-3900 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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